Welcome to the Spring edition
and hopefully when you receive
this the terrible winter weather will
be behind us.

During the weather we were very
grateful that our dedicated staff
made great efforts to get to work
and to ensure that the smooth
running of the houses wasn't
disrupted. Despite being let down
on food deliveries it was still
service as usual for our residents
so thank you to all of the staff
concerned.

Sadly | have to announce the
death in February of Audrey
Budd. Audrey was on the
founding committee at St. Mary’s
House and for many years held
the position of admissions
secretary on the house
committee. Even after her
retirement from actively
volunteering with the Society

Audrey and her husband, John,

were staunch supporters of
Abbeyfield and were welcome
guests at many of our social
events.

We are pleased however to
welcome a new volunteer to the
Executive committee. Peter
(pictured above) has many years
experience of running his own
company and has agreed to join
us as vice chairman. We hope he
Is very happy working with us.

Although there have not been
many outings for the residents
during the winter months, Annett
House did recently have a visit to
the nearby Martins Pond pub.




Annett House was being used to
host a food safety training session
for staff and volunteers across the
society (with a very nice lunch
provided by the house chairman,
Christine - thank you) so the
residents were taken just across
the village green to enjoy lunch
out.

At St. Mary’s they were pleased
to be able to welcome local
author Jennifer Worth to one of
their Wednesday coffee
mornings. Jennifer came to talk
about her three books (two
already published and one due
out shortly) which detail her
experiences as a midwife in the
east end of London during the
1950’s and 60’s.

The talk was so popular that
some people needed to sit in the

lounge to listen as the
conservatory was full. Some of
our residents and guests had
themselves had children during
this era and had experienced the
practices common in that time.
Copies of her first book had been
given to the house by Jennifer
with the option of donations to a
nominated charity for those that
wished to.

Readers of the last newsletter will
recall that we were raffling a
collectors doll which had been
donated to us. The raffle was



drawn at the St. Mary's Christmas
lunch as they had sold the most
tickets and the winner was Steve
Johnson a friend of Helen
Littlechild at St. Mary’s House.

Congratulations to the chairman of
St. Mary’s House, Alan, and his
wife Mary who recently celebrated
their golden wedding anniversary.
As part of their celebrations they
invited the residents and house
committee members to a tea party
at the house which was much
enjoyed.

You will see from the
announcements below that we
have a number of new residents at
Sibley’s Orchard and we hope that
they soon settle in to their new
home. Sibley’s will soon be
starting their programme of
refurbishment and hopefully there
will be some pictures to show the
progress in the next issue.
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Bernard at Sibley’s Orchard
Jane at Sibley’s Orchard

OPEN COFFEE
MORNING

ST. MARY'S HOUSE

SATURDAY 4th
APRIL

10.30am

Peter to the Society
Colin and Penelope Parkes at
Sibley’s Orchard
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Audrey at Sibley’s Orchard
Renee at Sibley’s Orchard
Tom at Sibley’s Orchard
Sylvia at Sibley’s Orchard
Deidre at St. Mary’s House
Walter at St. Mary’s House
Derek at St. Mary’s House
Grahame at Annett House
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Marjorie at Sibley’s Orchard
Marian at Sibley’s Orchard
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Above is a word search of things to do with Abbeyfield - if any of our
residents, staff or volunteers would like to produce a small puzzle or
quiz to be included in the newsletter | would be pleased to use it, just
contact me using the details below.

If you would like to contact us you may e-mail usa  t susanpullen.abbeyfield@virgin.net
you may phone us on 01442 217578 or you can send it ems to Mrs Susan Pullen, St.
Mary’s House, 9 George Street, Hemel Hempstead, Her tfordshire, HP2 5HJ.
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